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Transport Canada regulations governing tank cars duplicate the U.S.
regulations. Perhaps the most significant difference is that Canada requires
full head protection on tank cars when U.S. regulations permit half head
protection.11 Certain other requirements concerning the use of a specific
steel and types of thermal protection also differ between the two countries.
In these cases, agreements have been reached between the two countries to
permit tank cars to cross borders without special approval.

The Canadian regulations regarding TCC approval functions are simi-
lar to the U.S. regulations. Representatives from Transport Canada partici-
pate in TCC activities like DOT representatives. FRA and Transport
Canada communicate regularly on both a formal and an informal basis to
promote uniformity in regulations. FRA works with Transport Canada on
technical issues concerning tank car engineering and operations, and
the two agencies routinely exchange information on inspection and
enforcement.

Mexico

Traditionally, Mexico has had few regulations covering hazardous mate-
rials. Nevertheless, tank cars that cross U.S. borders must conform to DOT
regulatory requirements. In recent years, DOT and Mexican transporta-
tion officials have increased efforts to exchange information on their
respective requirements. DOT officials meet periodically with Mexican
transportation officials, although no formal communications mechanism
has been established. In addition, for several years, AAR has monitored
and certified tank car fabrication and repair shops in Mexico.

INDUSTRY ACTIVITIES

Industry has a prominent role in ensuring tank car safety. This section
contains an overview of tank car activities of AAR and other industry
groups.

AAR

AAR and predecessor organizations have been active in promoting tank
car and hazardous materials safety since the turn of the century. In addi-
tion to overseeing the Tank Car Committee, AAR administers the Bureau
of Explosives (BOB), which monitors and responds to tank car incidents
and works with shippers to ensure proper packaging of hazardous ship-
ments. For many years, AAR has been active in supporting tank car and